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Director of Cricket John Abrahams 
looks ahead to the 2021 season

As we approach the start of our National Counties 
Cricket Association campaign, it’s an exciting time 
with much to look forward to.

We have played a number of 50-over friendlies over 
the last month, invaluable in terms of our preparations 
ahead of our opening NCCA Trophy group game against 
Northumberland at Oswestry on May 30.

The hope for this season is that the players will improve and grow as 
cricketers and people. We want them to prove to be challenging opponents, 
represent the county, their clubs and families with pride and conviction, and 
enjoy the experience.

Compared to the Shropshire team that I played in after joining the county 
as a player in 1989, this is a younger and less experienced group of players. 
What they do have is ability and skills that will make the county team 
competitive in the matches that we play. 

It is an exciting prospect to hopefully put an infrastructure and processes 
in place that will see them develop and be successful for Shropshire for a 
long time.

We have added the experience of Graham Wagg to the squad. Engaging 
a professional was challenging after Simon Kerrigan secured a return to the 
first-class game with Northamptonshire. Graham was always our first choice 
and we were delighted to be able to finalise a deal to secure his services.  
Graham has contributed already in the friendlies with his performances with 
bat and ball, and he is already affecting the environment with the standards 
that he sets, his competitive outlook and the help and advice he is giving 
players.

Since being appointed as Shropshire County Cricket Club’s Director 
of Cricket towards the end of 2019, it has been enjoyable meeting former 
colleagues and committee members, and getting to know the new group of 
players, administrators and supporters. It was not possible, of course, for any 
competitive NCCA cricket to be played during the 2020 season owing to 
Covid-19, but counties were given permission to arrange friendly fixtures.

Those matches, including two against Worcestershire CCC XIs, were very 
useful as the only other interaction we had was at the indoor nets. That 
was a good starting point in terms of forming relationships with players as 
people and cricketers. Whatever you do indoors has to be transferred into 
performances outdoors and last season’s matches helped the players and 
ourselves experience that. 

That’s been the case once again over the last month, following the 
cancellation of this season’s NCCA Twenty20 competition, with the 
Shropshire CCC committee, which continues to be very supportive and 
proactive in many areas, helping to arrange a series of friendlies.  

I would also like to highlight the contribution and important roles 
played by both Jason Weaver and Ian Roe. Having played alongside Jason 
for Shropshire, observed the good work he had done with Kent CCC, and 
heard good reports from mutual colleagues, it was an easy decision to invite 
him to join me in a coaching capacity when he became available. Ian has 
now been appointed as the club’s cricket manager because of his knowledge 
of Shropshire cricket and cricketers. His contacts and friendships within 
the county are useful in keeping me updated with events in the Shropshire 
cricket world.  

Here’s to an enjoyable 2021 season.

Shropshire captaincy to be 
shared this season
Sam Whitney and new signing Graham Wagg will share 
captaincy duties for Shropshire this season.

Bridgnorth skipper Whitney has been appointed captain 
of Shropshire’s Championship side in the National Counties 
Cricket Association, with Wagg to be the county’s vice-captain 
in three-day cricket.

The roles will be reversed in the one-day format, with former 
Glamorgan all-rounder Wagg - supported by Whitney as his vice-
captain - leading Shropshire in the NCCA Trophy.

Wagg had also been scheduled to skipper the county in the 
NCCA Twenty20 Cup before this season’s competition was 
cancelled. 

Whitney made his Championship debut for Shropshire against 
Devon in 2017 and has since regularly represented the county in 
all formats. 

A right-arm leg spinner capable of weighing in with useful runs 
down the order, Whitney said: “When John Abrahams rang me, 
it was a little bit of a shock. I captained Shropshire last season 
when we had a few friendlies, so I knew I was in the running, but 
I still didn’t expect it.

“It’s a massive honour. I’ve been a part of Shropshire cricket for 
a few years now and I’m really excited to get going.

“It’s exciting to be working with guys that have been at the top 
of the game for quite a long time in John, Jason Weaver and now 
Graham Wagg.” 

Wagg added: “It’s something I’ve done before and enjoy. I’m 
really looking forward to doing it again, leading a new team, and 
I can’t wait to get stuck in really.”

Sam Whitney
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Spotlight on  Graham Wagg
Shropshire completed the signing of former Glamorgan all-rounder Graham Wagg as the club’s new 
professional ahead of the 2021 season.

The hard-hitting middle order batsman and left-arm seam bowler will add much experience to the county side 
with his proven quality. 

Graham has enjoyed a long and successful career in first-class cricket, spending the last 10 years with Glamorgan, 
which included a testimonial season in 2019.

He has played 164 first-class matches, scoring 5,904 runs at an average of 26.83, and taking 465 wickets at 
34.48 apiece. 

A consistent performer in List A cricket, hitting 2,060 runs and claiming 156 wickets during 140 matches, 
Graham has made a further 144 appearances in the T20 format, delivering 1,359 runs and 129 wickets.
Full name: Graham Grant Wagg
Birthplace/date: April 28, 1983 in Rugby
Clubs played for? I started at a small club in Rugby called GEC. Then I joined Leamington and later Coventry & North Warwick. They were my three main clubs at the start of my career 

before turning professional. I then played for Warwickshire, Derbyshire and Glamorgan. I also played for a couple of Welsh clubs during my time with Glamorgan. Before joining 
Shropshire, I signed for Biddestone to play my club cricket in the West of England Premier League this season.

Earliest cricketing memory? My father used to play at a very high standard in the local premier divisions. He was unfortunate not to play professionally. To see him come through a 
really bad knee injury and surgery and to get back playing, as I showed interest, introduced me to the game. My father getting back into the game started the whole journey off. 

 I had some talent from day one, so that’s my earliest memory. I started to play at eight or nine and was picked for Warwickshire’s under-11s when I was 10-years-old. My father 
played for GEC and Dunchurch. He got me into the game and spent hours and hours taking me to different places and coaching, throwing balls and hitting balls in the park. The 
reason I got into the game is down to him.

What do you most enjoy about cricket? I’ve been asked this a few times and I reckon I’ve given about 10 different answers! The challenge of cricket is, I think, phenomenal. It’s not 
as easy as it looks even though it’s a very simple game. That’s how I try to explain it to children. It’s the competitive side of sport in general that I enjoy and fortunately I am 
better at cricket than any other sport. I would say just it’s competing. I love a competition and a challenge.

Favourite grounds where you have played? Lord’s has to be up there and it might surprise a few people but I would also say Kowloon Cricket Club in Hong Kong is one of my 
favourites. I’ve been there twice with the England six-a-side team and it’s a sensational ground. I’ve personally done okay playing at Lord’s over the years, but we did 
unfortunately lose a final there with Glamorgan, the Yorkshire Bank 40 final against Nottinghamshire in 2013, which I was really disappointed about. Going there to play in a final 
was a great experience.

Best players you have played alongside? Shaun Pollock would be up there. I was a young seamer at Warwickshire and he was our overseas player. He’s always been my idol, I 
suppose, along with Ian Botham and Jacques Kallis as all-rounders. To play alongside and open the bowling with your idol, you can’t take that away. Back then, you had a 
first team dressing room and a second team dressing room. I always remember there were days when myself, Ian Bell, guys who have gone on to play an immense amount 
of cricket for their country, we had to change next door, even on training days, so we never really mingled with the first teamers. You had to earn the privilege to walk into that 
changing room. You couldn’t just walk in like young players do now. Just talking to Shaun Pollock and opening the bowling at the other end worked well. Guys would be batting 
against Shaun Pollock, who was at his peak then, and they didn’t want to get out to him, so they tried to whack me and I picked up the wickets, so it worked very well in our 
favour. There’s been so many good players over the years. Chris Rogers may not be the biggest name on the circuit, but as a performer, day in, day out, his record in England 
was absolutely phenomenal. I played with him at Derbyshire where he was captain, so he must be up there and he also became a very good friend. The way he went about 
things playing in England as an Australian, well, I think his record speaks for itself. I would also say Trevor Penney at Warwickshire. I pride myself on my fielding immensely and 
he is one of the best, if not the best, fielder I have ever come across with catching and run outs. To be on the field with someone like Trev was astonishing. It was just great 
to see. That’s something which made me have such passion for fielding. Bob Woolmer was our coach at Warwickshire then and he was a huge believer in fielding. Working 
alongside those two was immense. Brian Lara was at Warwickshire when I was a real youngster, but I didn’t play with him. Allan Donald was another I worked alongside, so 
there’s been so many.

Best players you have played against? Graeme Smith, the former South Africa captain. I was fortunate to get him out twice in the same match when he was Surrey captain. We beat 
them and I got 6-29 in the second innings, so that was a very memorable trip to Surrey. We always liked beating them, as every county does, so he would be up there as one of 
the best players I’ve got out. 

Career highlights? Debuts for each and every county has been a huge one. To make my debut for Warwickshire was fantastic. Moving to Derbyshire, playing alongside Graeme Welch, 
a great friend, with Dave Houghton as coach, was enjoyable. I was given a huge welcome. Fans I’ve met, particularly at Derbyshire and Glamorgan, the way they took to me and 
stayed with me throughout my time at the club, I still speak to a lot of them. I’ve built friendships with fans of clubs and it’s something I believe is huge. I’ve made friendships 
for ever, not just within the dressing room, but outside the dressing room with the fans. There’s two people who have followed my career, Andy and Diane, from Derbyshire, 
who never miss a birthday of ours, our children, they are always there to support. They are friends for life of me, my family and also my father. My debut for Warwickshire was 
against Somerset at Edgbaston. I did okay. I got 50 and I think I took three wickets. It was a great day. The atmosphere was fantastic. The outstanding performance from myself 
would have to be the double hundred I scored for Glamorgan against Surrey at Guildford. It’s something I never thought would happen batting at number eight. I think it went 
down in the record books - me and Dominic Cork, I believe - as the only players who have yet to do that batting at number eight, so that was a very special day, especially as we 
went on to win the game with Michael Hogan taking five wickets in the second innings. That would be my stand-out game in four-day cricket.

Team mate to have made you laugh most? My old mate Greg Smith from Derbyshire, who also played for Essex. He’s a very good friend and was best man at my wedding. We have 
had some great times over the years. My memory is not the best, but he certainly does not forget a thing. We bring up things on the phone that happened 15 years ago and we 
still have a chuckle now.

What are your hopes for the season ahead with Shropshire? I’ve seen the strides that John Abrahams and Jason Weaver want to make and we’re striving to become one of the 
best counties at this level. That’s one of the reasons I had no doubts in signing the contract because from talking to them, their ambition is clear. The group of players, the 
coaching staff, everyone else who I’ve worked with and spoken to, the ambition to take the club forward and the ambition of the players, I couldn’t ask for any more. The work 
ethic of the players has really impressed me and I’m really looking forward to getting stuck in to the competitive games. Everyone at Shropshire has been very welcoming. I’ve 
been very fortunate over the years that every club I’ve joined has been the same. I’m quite an outgoing person, I’m not one to sit in the corner and shy away from things, and 
the laughs we’ve already at Shropshire has been phenomenal, some of the stories I’ve heard. I’ve fitted in really well and I can’t wait to get started now.

The last 12 months 
have witnessed the 
club make significant 
strides
By Shropshire CCC Chairman John Hulme

As restrictions are eased and the move out of lockdown gathers pace, 
we can now look forward with increasing confidence to a full summer 
of recreational cricket and a return of spectators to our grounds around 
the county.

The challenges of the pandemic have, of course, impacted upon us all, 
including the county club with the cancellation of all competitive cricket 
last season, and the loss of our hospitality day at Wrekin College, which over 
the years has proved to be a vital stream of income. The rapid uptake in the 
vaccination programme, however, bodes well for our hospitality day in 2022, 
which is already in planning, when we can hopefully welcome back our many 
patrons and corporate sponsors who have supported us over the years.

The return of the National Counties Cricket Association Trophy 
competition and full NCCA Championship programme, together with the 
staging of the ‘showcase’ game against Derbyshire in July and an attractive 
list of Academy fixtures will be greeted by all. With the early signs of promise 
shown in the warm up games, coupled with the guarantee of core funding 
and the prospect of enhanced payments from the ECB, it gives rise to 
optimism in the season that lies ahead. 

The last 12 months have witnessed the club make significant strides as we 
continue to build upon the existing infrastructure of the club, both on and 
off the field.

Over the close season we have engaged the services of Graham Wagg, as 
our new club professional, and appointed the well-liked and respected Sam 
Whitney to lead the Championship side.

Graham’s all round skills, competitiveness and wealth of experience will 
play an important role in the development of our younger players. It remains 
firmly our policy to build a team of Shropshire-based and home grown 
players, supported by an experienced professional.

We live in an increasing and expectant world of instant success, but we 
must remain patient. The development of our young side and the constraints 
imposed by the ECB as to age criteria and players’ eligibility means this is 
very much a work in progress.

In the committee room there have been changes too, and we are 
particularly pleased to welcome Stuart Dunn, a Shropshire sports reporter 
for more than 25 years, England Academy, Warwickshire and Central Sparks 
player Eve Jones, Phil Lloyd, a former coach and long-standing administrator 
at Cricket Shropshire, and James Shaw, the newly-appointed Director of 
Cricket at Wrekin College. We all look forward to the club benefiting from 
their individual and collective skills.

In closing, I would like to pay my special thanks to those who have 
worked tirelessly behind the scenes in these challenging times, including our 
Director of Cricket John Abrahams, whose planning, attention to detail, and 
enthusiasm for the game knows no bounds. His setting of standards is visible 
at all times.   

My particular thanks also to our indefatigable secretary Richard Lees, 
treasurer Simon Aucott, cricket manager and head of academy Ian Roe, and 
scorer Nathan Bradley, who all undertake such valued and important roles 
for the club, as do others.   

I hope you enjoy our 2021 newsletter which we have produced for 
members after a decision was taken not to print our usual handbook given 
the limited amount of cricket played last year. I hope this newsletter will keep 
you all informed of everything that is happening with Shropshire County 
Cricket Club.  

With very best wishes to you all for the coming season.

SCCC 2021 Fixtures
National Counties Cricket Association Trophy

May 30: Northumberland (H) at Oswestry CC
June 20: Cheshire (A) at Toft CC

June 27: Staffordshire (H) at Wem CC
July 4: Cumbria (A) at Netherfield CC

July 18: Trophy quarter-finals
August 8: Trophy semi-finals

September 2: Trophy Finals Day at Wormsley

National Counties Cricket Association Championship
July 25-27: Herefordshire (H) at Shifnal CC
August 1-3: Wales (A) at Abergavenny CC

August 15-17: Cornwall (H) at Bridgnorth CC
August 22-24: Devon (A) at Sidmouth CC

Showcase Game
July 20: v Derbyshire (A) at The Incora County Ground, Derby

Twenty20 friendly
August 26: v RAF at Wellington CC

From the President......
We have to be positive in these dark times. Our 
chairman and secretary have worked endlessly 
during the winter months along with John 
Abrahams planning for a restart of competitive 
cricket. 

We have a new captain, Sam Whitney, for the 
Championship and Graham Wagg, ex-Glamorgan, 
has signed as our professional and will lead our 50-
over team.

I wish them all the best of luck if and when we get under way. 
I intend to have a President’s Lunch in the autumn, details of which are 

yet to be confirmed. 

Bill Bromley, President

For obvious reasons, the last 14 months have been 
difficult at times, both on and off the field. Having 
secured the services of John Abrahams as Director of 
Cricket and put in place a new coaching and scouting 
structure, we were desperately keen to get the 2020 
season under way. 

That was sadly not to be, but in the spirit of the 
constitution of the club, where our key aim is to encourage 
and promote the game of cricket in the county, we did our 

very best by putting on a series of friendly fixtures against 
neighbouring counties and the Shropshire League. This was 
not easy with many National Counties taking the decision 
to write off the season in its entirety.

With our core funding from the ECB being restricted to 
50 per cent of what it should have been, we were extremely 
fortunate that due to our strong financial position we 
were able to put on this programme which was funded by 
utilising some of our reserves.

Behind the scenes we are working our way through the 
recently agreed County Partnership Agreement with the 
ECB. It sets out the relationship which will exist between 
the two parties for the next four years and the standards that 
we are expected to meet over a broad range of performance 
measures. There are financial and reputational implications 
for us in achieving these standards, so there is no hiding 
the importance of achieving them as soon as possible. We 
are also seeking to incorporate the club, with preliminary 

work also under way for our annual hospitality event to be 
relaunched next year after not being possible to stage this 
year and last year.

I would like to thank all the clubs and their volunteers 
that have helped us to ‘get the game on’ over this difficult 
period and also the players and coaches that have had to 
deal with some unusual ways of doing things. Finally, a 
special thank you to our sponsors and our members for their 
support, which is greatly appreciated.

Thank you 
to our sponsors 

and members for 
their support

By Shropshire CCC Secretary Richard Lees



Encouraging signs as young players given chance to impress
By Ian Roe, Shropshire CCC Cricket Manager/Head of Academy

It was encouraging to see a number of regular members of the Shropshire Academy side given the chance to impress 
during a series of first-team friendlies last year.

It was an ideal opportunity for John Abrahams and Jason Weaver to take a look at the talented crop of youngsters 
we have in the county, with the likes of Ben Lees, Matty Simmonds, Ben Parker, James Kinder, Sam Baugh and Ryan 
Wheldon all featuring.

The young players selected conducted themselves really well, both on and off the pitch, showing maturity and 
professionalism, which is what we always want to see from players representing Shropshire. 

Given the curtailed nature of the cricket season, it was only possible to arrange one academy fixture, a 50-over friendly 
against Herefordshire’s 2nd XI at Shifnal.

Charlie Home captained a side featuring a number of other senior academy 
players and also some promising prospects coming through from the Shropshire 
Cricket Board age group sides, which now play up to under-18 level. 

But otherwise, it was, understandably, an unfortunate year for cricket in terms 
of academy fixtures, although the lads did manage to play club cricket regularly, 
which is so important for their continued development.  

We start with a clean slate this year. Some of the players we have selected in 
recent years no longer wish to be considered for selection, often because they are 
now concentrating on their own career paths, but that provides opportunities 
for other up and coming talented cricketers, to push for places.  

We are hoping to arrange academy matches this season against neighbours 
Cheshire, Herefordshire and Staffordshire while a game against a Shropshire 
County Cricket League under-21 side has also been pencilled in to take place at 
Whitchurch on September 5.

That will enable us to have a look at any players that we may have missed who 
will have impressed during the season and will have the chance to potentially 
come into the squad when we have winter training sessions.  

Our selection for specific matches will often be determined by the strength 
of the opposition, but our ultimate ambition remains the same as always, to be 
competitive and produce players able to play for Shropshire’s first team in the 
three National Counties Cricket Association competitions.

I would like to thank my fellow coach Dave Nock, as always, for his continued support and professionalism with the Shropshire Academy squad, and 
thanks also to the selectors and scouts around the county who do a sterling job when it comes to keeping us informed of players to keep an eye on.

SCCC List of Officials 2021

Pictured: Matty Simmonds, batting here against a 
Worcestershire CCC XI last season, was one of the regular 

members of Shropshire’s Academy side to feature for the 
county in first-team friendlies during the 2020 campaign.

First-class double for Shropshire
Shropshire hosted teams from two first-class counties in 50-over friendlies in preparation for this season’s competitive NCCA fixtures.

Shropshire beat a Lancashire CCC XI, featuring a host of promising academy prospects from the Red Rose county, by nine wickets.
Then the following weekend Shropshire were 20-run winners under the DLS method in a rain-affected match against a Worcestershire CCC XI.

Opener Will Parton led the way with an unbeaten 76 against Lancashire, 
enjoying good partnerships with Charlie Home (47no) and Ryan Lockley (39), as 
Shropshire made assured progress to 191-1.

Sam Whitney earlier claimed 5-29 as Lancashire were bowled out for 187 at 
Whitchurch.

A Worcestershire XI, captained by Ross Whiteley, one of several players with 
first-team experience in the side, provided the opposition at Bridgnorth a week 
later.

Lockley impressed again, hitting an unbeaten 81, as Shropshire accumulated 
233-9.

David Laird, his Oswestry team mate, then took 3-24 as Lancashire’s response 
was stopped by the rain after 21 overs when they were 88-4, 20 runs behind the 
par score at the time of 108.
Pictured: Ryan Lockley contributed with the bat against both a 
Worcestershire XI and a Lancashire XI.
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